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in the deliberations of the Imperial Council I advised His
Majesty to strike out the article from the decree alto-
gether. If His Majesty entertained doubts, I observed, as
to the advisability of summoning elected representatives
and thus inaugurating what amounted to a constitutional
regime it was best to drop the matter completely. His
Majesty followed my advice, and the expurgated version
of the ukase was signed and published on December 12,
1904.
The decree of December 12, 1904, imposed upon the
Committee of Ministers the duty of elaborating the neces-
sary measures tending to establish legality, extend freedom
of speech, religious toleration and the scope of local self-
government, to reduce the disabilities of the non-Russian
national groups and to do away with all manner of extraor-
dinary laws.   The decree also emphasized the necessity
of bringing to a satisfactory completion the work of the
Agricultural Conference.    The Committee of Ministers
was to establish the general principle, while the detailed
elaboration of each question was to be the task of special
commissions appointed by the Kmperor and responsible
directly to him.   In my capacity of President of the Com-
mittee of Ministers, I did everything in my power to see
the reforms outlined in the decree carried into effect with
the greatest possible expediency and thoroughness-.   In
every question I took the initiative and my staff supplied
ample material pertaining to the particular subject under
consideration.   By speedily carrying out the decree of De-
cember 12, I hoped to check the spread of discontent and
unrest in the country.   The obstacles I had to cope with
were ^ at first apathy, then intriguing on the part of the
courtiers, and, all the time, His Majesty's profound distrust
of the reforms outlined in the decree.   To make a long
story short, the results of the decree were practically a
negligible quantity.   The only legal measures enacted re-